Sheriff’s ATV Unit
I.          Policy:

It is the policy of the Forsyth County Sheriff's Office to establish policy and procedure for use of the Sheriff’s ATV Unit (SATVU).  SATVU uses properly trained officers to assist with the search for missing persons and apprehension of criminals.

II. Sources:

None at this time

III. Definitions:

ATV- All Terrain Vehicle

Team Commander- Sergeant or above assigned to supervise all personnel assigned to this unit.
Team Leader- Corporal or above assigned to supervise a four-person team

IV. Procedure:
The greatest value of the SATVU lies in the ability of the operator to move quickly into rough terrain that conventional vehicles cannot traverse.  It is important that this unit promote a positive public image of the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office in its expertise and efficiency.  Operators are Deputy Sheriffs and will comply with all rules and regulations governing duties of a Deputy Sheriff.  The SATVU is classified as a special operational activity and for organizational, supervisory, and control purposes are assigned to the Support Services Division.  The supervision of the team when in service will be the responsibility of the Team Leader, who will answer to the Shift Supervisor or the Officer in Charge.
A. Call-Out Procedure:

When there is a need for the SATVU for the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office, or a request from an outside agency, the authority to deploy the SATVU will rest with the Shift Supervisor or the Sheriff.  Operators that are currently on duty will be utilized first, with off-duty Operators being called if needed.  The Shift Supervisor that authorizes the call-out will sign all overtime.

1.) Any Deputy at the scene of the incident may make a request for utilization of the SATVU in accordance with the guidelines of this policy with approval of the Shift Supervisor or the Sheriff.

2.) If a Team Leader is on duty, he/she will respond with approval of the Shift Supervisor.

3.) If a Team Leader is not on duty, the Shift Supervisor will evaluate the circumstance.  If use of the unit is warranted, the Supervisor will notify Communications to contact the Team Commander.  The Team Commander will assemble an SATVU Team to respond.

4.) At the time of the request, the Team Leader is to be advised of the nature and location of the incident, the nature of the service desired, and the name of the OIC.  If the Team Leader determines use of the ATVs would not be of use, he/she will contact the Team Commander for further instructions.
NOTE: The Team Leader may decline to deploy the SATVU when, in his/her opinion, such an operation is outside the capabilities of the unit due to terrain, high risk of injury to Operators, or high risk of severe damage to equipment.

B. Basic Rules:

1.) Only one person, the Operator, will be allowed on the ATV, except for emergencies

2.) When an apprehension is made or evidence is found, the person or evidence will be turned over to the officer requesting assistance.

3.) The Operator will be responsible for completing those reports pertaining to his duties as an Operator.
C. Duties and Responsibilities:

The SATVU will be available for emergency duty at all times.  Operators will be assigned from various divisions so as not to hinder the operations of any one unit.

The principal duty of the Operator is to serve as a support person in aiding general law enforcement.  The operator is to conduct regular inspections of assigned equipment.  All ATVs and associated gear will be cleaned at the earliest possible time following the use of said equipment.  The Operator will maintain and up-to-date record system containing refresher training and actual case activities along with a yearly activity log submitted to the Team Commander.

Team Commander Responsibility:

1.) To conduct regular inspections of assigned equipment

2.) Schedule maintenance of assigned equipment

3.) Schedule In-Service and formal training

4.) Inspection of each Operators records including individual training and actual case reports, monthly and yearly logs.
5.) Coordinate with land owners who request trespassing patrols of their property.

6.) Supervision of the Team Commander as it applies to the use and maintenance of the SATVU will be the responsibility of the Major of Support Services.

D. Operations:

1.) Criminal Searches—The SATVU may be utilized to assist in the tracking and capture of suspects where the terrain or weather conditions would prohibit the use of standard vehicles.  The SATVU can assist Canine teams in re-setting perimeters quickly when a track indicates such actions need to be taken.

2.) Rescue Searches—The SATVU may be utilized to assist with searches for lost or missing persons.  Multiple ATVs can search large areas of open land using grid patterns.

3.) Homeland Security/ Critical Incidents—The SATVU can be utilized to support in aircraft crash sites, patrol perimeters, and conduct surveillance in areas not accessible to conventional vehicles.
4.) Trespassing Negation—The Team Commander can process requests from land owners for directed patrols on their property.  The request will be taken before the Sheriff or his designee for approval of the request and any overtime incurred.  Once the request is approved the Team Commander will assign a four person team to conduct the patrols.  The Team Commander will inform the land owner of the approximate time and date of the patrols.  The Team Leader will notify Communications of the following:
a) General location of the patrols

b) Approximate start and stop times

c) Radio numbers of the Operators present

                                       The Patrol Supervisor will also be notified of the team’s activities.

E. Training:

Formal and In-Service training is important to the safe and responsible handling of ATVs.

1.) Formal Training—All members of the SATVU must attend a basic ATV safety course selected by the Sheriff’s Office Training Coordinator before being allowed to operate an ATV.
2.) In-Service Training—The Team Commander will attempt to conduct In-Service training at least once a month to maintain skills and unit cohesiveness.  

F. Uniforms:

A DOT approved, Sheriff’s Office issued helmet will be worn at ALL times when operating a Sheriff’s Office ATV.  Goggles or other eyewear is recommended.  The BDU uniform will be the uniform of choice for operating the ATV.

V. Compliance:

All Sheriff’s Office personnel will adhere to and abide by the rules and regulations as set forth in this policy.  ATV Operators will take appropriate action in all situations calling for law enforcement service that are observed or brought to their attention.

VI. Effective Date:

The effective date of this order is Month/Day/Year

By Order Of:

(Prepared by Cpl. J. Rowley on September 08, 2005)

